Hub Exhibs Ired By 20th’s
Simultaneous-Release Plan

Boston, Jewa. 20 Twentieth
Centiry Fox noeve o release
current fiims to home video
marke! March 1 bas roused ire
of Bogton exhibs. One exhib sald
anth e Lo simidtnneousty

relvase feature fihms and oas
gotips wonld he throwing away

2dte pf Uour polentinl market,”
and Cprolably maeh mere”

€. Joseph Ladlonte, 20ih
proxy. hart gatd ¥ in Bos-
tar that his company was Inves.
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tigating simuitancous distribu-
tion. He told a group of Boston
analysta at the Parker House
that 8% of the film going public
is hetween the ages of 12 and 2
and is ususlly single. In con
irast, he sald, the peraon own-
ing A videocansette recorder has
a median age of 40 and Is usual-
ly marricd,

Sxhibs here report that stan.
dard practiee has been to sepn.
rate retat! theatre and home dis-
tribution by 14 months, and indi-
cated shmultancous distribution
of hoth paaseltes and relegses Lo
theatres wounld hurt them.

LeBorte sajd that he felt si-
reuitaneous distribwdion of fea-
ture films and casseties is jus.
tHfier beeauss the {wo markets
are different. Hxhihs here
pointed cut thet the two fims
201l s releaging to home video
March 1, V¢ To 5 and “The
Sturt Man' playved 1o hig
prosses in the Hoston markel
While “Stuntman’ has exited al-
ter long run, 8 Ta b s current-
tr piaying &t two theatres, Cherl
1. whore #t grossed $27.721 in ity
third week: and Cirele 2, where
iogrossed $29.028 in e third
Wwirk,

CBS ‘Gentlaman Bandit’
Rolls On Yonkers Location

Ralph Waite, Julle Bovasgo,
Jerry Zoks. dog Grifssi and Es-
telle Parsons star in “The Gen-
sioman Bandll,” new CBE tele.
film going into production in
Yoenkers this week,

1t's haged un the true story ofa
Delaware priest arrvested for a
s of stlckups. Highgate Ple
tures {8 furning nut
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Littlefield In
Comedy Veepee
Slot At NBC Ent.

Warren Litilefteld has been
upped to v.p. of aurrent cone
edy tor NB& Entertatnment, it
was reporied yesterday by Per-
ry Lafferty, senlor programs
veepee, for NBC Entertalnment
on the west coast.

Littlefield, who will report ta
Sanl Daon, v.p. of comedy and
variety, takes the apot vacated
when Mighael Zinberg left NBC
as comedy v.p. some Hme ago.

Joined NBO In 1978

Littiefleld joined NWBC in 1078
as manager of comedy develop-
ment, waa elevated to direetor,
current comedy programs, weat
const, nst August. Defore that
he hnd been director of eomedy
deveiopment at Warner Broa.
TV, and prior to that was devel
opment v.p. for Westfall Prods..
for which he had produced & two-
haur telefilm, “The Last G-
rafte”

Spain TVQWithtmi'r;ws
Carlos Docu Cradit

Madrld, Jun, 20 - The state-
awned tv service. TVE, has
withdrawn from epproducer
credit an a Britlsh BRC decu
about King Juan Carlea,

The show won't run here as a
result, but 1t's acheduled Yo alr
Friday in the UX. with the
craw] offering only a “{echrical
assistance’ credit to the Span-
igh network.

Folevision Bapagna, which ac-
pording 1o the press, Iz move
mponarchiat than the monarchy,
raportedly insisted that any-
thing remotely politieal ahowld
he dropped from the doon. But
whatever digmayesd the Spsn-
ish, they apparently got no sat-
infaction from BBOC producer
Jeremy Bennstl.

it’s understood the king hime
self reacted favorably o the film
whey he eereened B last Noo
vemboer on g visit Lo Londog, but
evidentiy that's not gnod enough
for TVE,

Production spanned threy
menths last year, with TVE
picking up the crew's hotel tabs
and sther below-line charges.

In London, BRBC sald i took
two yearg to gain the king's con-
gsent {nr the profect, and that
RBBC wont out over some 30 other
telewebs which bad been presse
ing Mudrid for the okay to track
the King.

Parey Retains Indie Status

Penny Perry, whe st week
amed exegutive in charge
ing for Marble areh
Prods., permitied under her
arrapgement with MAPTY to
comtinue to cast theairieal fifms
indepnndently.

 Mlantic Releasing Picks Up 3d

Wed., lan. 21, 1981

Aussie Film, ‘Caddie,” For U.S.

New York, Jan, 20 — Atlantic Releasing has acquired the U.8,
rights to Aussie flim ~Caddie.” The film waa directed by Donald
Crambie and produced by Tony Buckley, 1t features Helen Morse
who was {n the Australian hit “Plenic Al Hanging Rock.”

Pic will open in New York on Teb. R and shortly thereafiar inLoa

Angelea.

In a separaie development, Atlantic has alsy acquired rights to
Moshe Mizrahi's 1 Sent & Letter' which features Sineone Signoret,
This is the first flm with Mizrahi and Signoret since they worked o

gether on “Madame Rosn.””

vOgddie” will be the third Austraian fllin to be released at At
lantic, which alao distributed “Plonic At Hanging Roek'' and *"The

Gesting Of Windom.™”

The company pald about $50.,000 in guarantees for “Caddle’’ -
upproximately the anine figure that was pald for the other two tiims.

Avcording o Atlantic tepper Tom Celeman  Plenle At Hanging
Hork™ hae scored about $500.000 i renfals while “The Getting Of
Wiadem' has notehed about §350,000.

Coleman sald thet one of the majur Incentives for distributors lo
aequiring Austrelinn fiims is thelr value in the pay-ty area. Flims
such as “Plenie” can hring in $200,000 or 8o from cable and are par-
ticularly valuahle 1o distributorz of forelgn-language product.

Historic Technicolor Prnpéﬁjf

In H'wood May Be Up For Saie

Bomebody's interested in buy-
ing the historic Technicolor
plant in Hollywood, and this
weel the nwners of the plant are
experied to mest Lo daolde 1P it's
for sale

The gamers of the & L-aere Hob
fywood production facility, now
eatled Telovision Center, say
they've received »strange cally
from realines who want to knpw
if #'s tor sale.” Clarence Ross,
who, with son Michael, runa
Televigion Center, says he's only
beard rumors abeut whe could
be interested in the old Techni
colar property.

Televislon Jenter and an un-
named pariner purchased the
1-llding Techn: faeility for
about $2,000,.000 1 1977, spent 86 -
{00,006 expanding i and opened
it for iepaing to production com-
panies in cariy HTH, secordling to
Roas.

Fle says things nre golng well
enough for Television Center
that they're by no neans forced
to inok for g buyer. Bot with a
moed of competitive bidding tor
studic facilitics in Mollywead, he
thinks the owners will consider
offery for the property,

Currently the facilities houge
what Ross calla a “technical
shopping center for postprodac-
tian facliiiles.”” Awmong the
leasnrs working out of the plant
are Walter Lantz Prode. Bing
Croshy Prods. and RHal Ashby
Prods
The old Teehnivolor prop

ie leated on Cahuengs Blve b
twe Ranin Monien
Willoughtiy

Hosg said be's heard that the
progpective buyers of a nenrbhy
propecty are eyeing the Televi
siom Conter plant beeause s the
oniy properiy in the area with
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aderuuit parking for a new pro-
duction studio.
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Bt he doesn’t think he and hia
pariners will he interested in
just aclling the 328 acres of
parking al Television Center.
“The property is loo valuable &
chips oo small pleces. 1t wonld
reduce Lhe tromendous value we
have with the one parcel,”” Ross
said,

The Rosses and the other

property ownerz are o meet
somelime this week, perhaps to-
day. o consider how receptive
they'li be o offers.
The: owners of the nearby
properiy that Bosy thinks may
he rejated to the rumors he's
heen heaving were unnvalinble
Far comment.

Ross heleves the Television
Certer plant can get o hgh price
heeause the hooming home
wideo market is causing the
walue of studia property io sky-
ropkei, He chied the $35.000,000
puyed by Warner Communiea-
tions for the Samuel Goldwyn
atudics last summer A8 anexam-
ple of the promjum prices being
prid.

“

L.A. Legit Grosses

iEantiverd from Poge 0, Columa 31
1ses ware not reported. How-
hecpuse  performances
d g0 up were during the
ta estimated that take nn
e it ahout $4500. Real
fignreg will be included in next
webh's grosnes repoyt.

b fow weeks in Janu-
ATV HHUR are legit boxoffiee
deadwaond. ‘That the six evwrrent
nf*orings witnesaed no pardeu-
inr oad effects during the post
heliduy season supports the con-
w made recently by Jomes
. Nederlander that Los Ange-
iew hins become 3 longran towrt

T Songerran’ thee

Fisnar Talks Te ATAS

Parvamatint  president  Mich-
nel % Bigacr will speak hefore
this Academy of TV Arts & Scl-
eners uncheon al the Century
PHazs on Jan. 7.
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