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Doing The Cannes Cannes

Adrienne Mancia, curator in New York’s Museum of Modern Art’s
Dept. of Film, was victimized May 10, a day before the fest got un-
derway, as a mugger grabbed her purse at an open-air market. Thief
made off with all her money, traveler's checks and passport. Mancia
luckily retained her pass to enter the Palais and obtain her fest creden-
tials. Policeman taking her statement noted wryly that with this theft
+1 a festival est commence’” ... !mage Organization used the fest to
publicize casting of several upcoming films: Irene Miracle and
Behronz Yossoughi will costar opposite Paul Le Mat in “Threat;”
Sheltey Hack will topline in Tom Berry’s **A Long Dark Night,” 10
roll in June; Kay Lenz, Steve Kanaly and Wayne Crawford sct for
Franky Schaeffer’s *Headhunter;”” Wings Hauser wili star in Mitch
Brian’s *'Bloodsight,” filming in August, and Amanda Wyss, Steven
Bond and Scott Jacoby inked to costar with previously set Brendan
Hughes in Deran Sarafian’s <“To Die For’* {a.k.a. “Dracula: The
Love Story”"). Imnage also signed special makeup effects experts John
Buechler for last-named pic and Craig Reardon for *Nightlife,” star-
ring Scott Grimes, Alan Blumenfeld, Chery} Pollak and John Astin.

Another casting coup was copped by New Line Cinema for the fil-
mization of Harvey Fierstein’s hit play **Torch Song Trilogy,'” being
directed by Paul Bogart, In addition to topliner Fierstein, film features
Anne Bancroft, Matthew Broderick and Brisn Kerwin, Unlike the
lengthy play, Fierstein has tashioned the film script 1o result in nor-
mal feature length.

A deft diplomatic flag switch seems 10 have avoided an embarrass-
ing international incident between the festival and the Chinese dele-
gation, miffed over the flying of the Taiwanese standard, The flag,
representing the Taiwanese eniry “The Daughter Of The Nile” in
Directors Fortnight, was flying among 14 others atop the okl Palais,
Fest topper Pierre Viot explained to the Chinese that the flag only
represented the film. “tAs a friendly gesture, we replaced the
Taiwanese flag with the festival’s. 1t's a symbol of international cine-
ma’’ ... Nastassja Kinski replaced Isabella Rossellini as a jury mem-
ber. Rossellini had accepted, but couldn’t get out of & filming com-
mitment. Kinski was in France and available,

Exhibition in the Palais des Festivals of stills from Michelangelo An-
tonioni pictures was opened by fest president Viot and Ivo Grippo,
head of Ente Gestione Cinema, which promotes Italian cifema
abroad. Grippo said Antonioni, inactive for several years, will return
to work in 1989 on *‘La Ciurma,”” to be produced by Istitute Euce with
eventual participation by an American major. Martin Seorsese will be
exec producer, Roy Scheider will play a Jead. ‘

Vanity, in Cannes to promote ** Action Jackson,”’ planning album
and tv series in which she plays a reporter, s putting finishing toughes
ou a script she wrote. Producer Shimon Arama going from Cannes
to Isract with director Irvin Kershuter to-start preproduction on pro-
ject starring Glenn Close and Robert
Eichman trial ... Former Cartago Filmg publi¢ist Joan Borstein and
exile Russian film star Oleg Yidov, partners in newly founded [.A.-
based Jove Films, in Cannes to presellfirst two projects, a comedy,
«Russian Dressing,” written by Borstéin.and vidovand ©A Loving
Gentleman, " love story of William Faulkner and Hollywood script-
girl Meta Carpenter, 10 be directed by Feremy Paul Kagan:

Violinist Ivry Gidlis, who has played i several pictures, inchiding:

Frangois Truffaut’s “Story Of Adele H..»* visited festival for'the

opening ceremony .., Cine-Intl. topper LAl Tyc-Holm celebrated fier.
birthday at the export company stand in the Bunker May 12. Among -
well-wishers at the champagtie pour were Berlin fest supremo Moritz |

de Hadeln and spouse Erfka; and Carl F. de Yogt. who bbserved his
ows birthday two days later ... Satel préxy Michael von Wolkenstein
drove to Cannes from Viennain a breathiaking 10% hours after con-
fusion about his airline reservation. Producer, who chairs the Austrian
Film Commission, is no stranger to speed; having a pilot’s license and
being a member of a yacht-racing team: ... Beki Probst, head of the
Berlin fest market, signed ap foranothes year. Probst, who operates
4 string of theaters in Berne.and Basel, also is scouting films for her
cireult,

Scandi VOM topper Hans Christensen went home 10 Oslo just pri-
or to the arrival of former VCM toppier Anne Bakkest, who has been
company’s L.A. acquisition scout gver the past two years. Bakken is
considering setting up her own company, leaving California ... Nor-
wegian Royal Film's Kaare Grots §n o snare Scandi customers for
his subtitling plan, which already hanpdles 75%; of all Norwegian busi-
ness. Grotta will release Werner Herzog's **Cobra Verde’" next week.
He’s also chairman of Kardemomme, limited partnership with majori-
ty coin in Bente Erichsen’s Marcus Film production (in assogiation
with Sweden's Sandrews and the Swedish Film Institute) of the
$2.200,000 *“The People Of Cardemon Town,” which opens the Nor-
wegian Intl. Film Fest at Haugesund in mid-August.

Satel Film and TV group topper Michael von Wolkenstein hosted
the Austrian Film Commission reception at Majestic beach. Commish
chairman also celebrated his birthday at the pour, covered by a tv team
from Austrian pubcaster ORF, headed by Gabriela Flossmann. **Not-
turno’” director Fritz Lehner and producer René Letzgus, as well as
helmers Niki List (**Sternberg Shooting Star”) and Peter Patzak
(**Cosima And Wagner”*) mingled with the dignitaries, among them

(Continued on page 18)

vall, based on the Adelph

Simon & Susan Unveil
First Film In The Market

Cannes — Simon MacCorkindale
and wife Susan George unveiled
their first production **Stealing
Heaven'" in the Cannes Market and
revealed their behind-the-camera
plans at a press luncheon at Gray
d' Albion Beach.

Thesps turned producers, under
their Amy Intl. banser, shot **Steal-
ing Heaven'” on a $6,200.000 budg-
et last year in Yugoslavia with Clive
Donner directing and Adros Epami-
nondas produging,

Chris Bryant's seript on the lives
of Abelard and Heloise was based
on Marion Meade’s novel, as op-
posed 1o the play and another book
on the 12th century subject which
gave rise 10 a separaie unfilmed
John Woolf project well over a de-
cade ago.

“Syealing Heaven” is a Film Dal-
Ias release for the U.S. and Canada
(via a negative pickup deal), se1 10
open this fall, Virgin Vision having
dealt with Film Dallas for North
American video rights and New
World Intl. comrolling foreign.’

"The Lifeguard':

Having committed 10 pug his act-
ing carcer sccondary to-praduction
efforts in order 1o build a viable
company rather;than fust a 1-film
outfit, MacCorkindate is tooking 10
a July start coproducing in‘Yugosia-

via ““The Liféguard” {tentative ti-:

tle), an English-language film 1o be
diwctcd»by Rajko Grlic...
Siisan George will bé back before

+4the cameras in this ong; costarring

opposite Yugoslav acter, Mickey
Milenovic. As with “Heaven, " pic
is being steuctisred as a coprodug:
tion with Jadsan Studios.

Team also hopes 10 get rolling be-

1 ~'§orc the end ofthe yeas on what was
T their first projest; ““Woden's Day,”

originally cast with John Milis in the
Jead: and MacCorkindale hopes 16
sign Milis again to costar opposite
George.
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Atlantic-Prism Merger Closer;
Aim To Go Public & Add Wings

By MICHAEL SILVERMAN

Cannes — Widely anticipated
merger agreement between Adlantic
Entertainment Group and publicly
held Prism Entertainment Co. 15 ex-
pected to close withim two weeks,
following a May 13 announcetient
here that a preliminary merger
agreement has been inked.

Deul is aimed at providing both
companies with a gloveslike fit.
Teamup allows AEG.10°80 public
and put it for the first ime into
homevid distribution and 1v syndi-
cation, while Prism likeiy will ben-
efit fronyaccess1a:Atlantic’s grow-
ing list 6F medium-budget but main-
Iv up-market feature films, along
with the clout of domestic theatrical
markerinig and disiribution.
~ Auantic chairman Tom Coleman
isexpected 10 beghairman, CEO of
{he new cntity, while Prism topper
Barpy Collier will-agt as chicf oper

“jating officer. Indication that the
Fmerger process is stifl ongoing ac-

cutred at the pross gathering. When
Colewran responded thata company
namec had not been chosen; Collier
¢himed in that the surviving entity
listed op.the American Stock Ex-
change will be billed Atlantic Bnter-
tatnment $roup.

Both ‘execs agreed no “heavyt’
§taff cuts are anticipaicd, as. pef
Collier, shere's “almost no manage-
ment pverfap.”” Coleman noted,
however, there *will be some over
head savings in marrying the two
companies.’

New company issiated 1o receive
a cashinfusion of arsund $60,000.-

1000 in néw fingncing arranged via

1.F. Rothschild; Ladenburg Thal-
ian and CL. Olobal (a division of
fitm financing fixture Credit Lyvon-
‘nais). Actual merger will be in the
form of a stock swap between the
1w companies.

Ratio of shares exchanging hands
§5 “*close 10 being determined,” per

ued from page kY]
cessful American Filin Market.

“It's d-detdown and it’s logical,”
said Kodiak Films’ Wolf Schmidt.
+Buyers comie i demanding new
films. How many new picturcs can
you have affer the American Fitm
Marker?: We're not making sand
wiches, It's upsetting.”

The overall concentration at the
raarker appears 10 be **what have
you got that’s new-dnd big.”” Man-
lcy Prods.” Walter Manley feels
there has been a reaction 10 the mass
buying that took place when the
doltar plunged.

Crown Intl.'s Herb Fleicher sees
the market as *‘okay, but not over-
whelming.”" There’s action with
“‘the important pictures’ and the
cheaper action picturcs are finding
homes with the smaller video dis-
tribs, but the middle-level eatries are
finding it tough going.

Buyers are asking *'what’s your
new projects’’ and presales seem to
be making progress. *‘It’s casier to
sell a piece of paper than a finished
film."" said Cori Films’ Marie Hoy.

With many new companies enter-
ing the fray, there is an abundance
of sellers around, including many
that hope to get off the ground via
presales guarantees. The competi-
tion for acquisitions is cutthroat. In-
die producers are asking and some
of the newcowmers seeking to enter
the arena are paying ‘‘tremendous
advances.”’ '] get nervous about

that,”" said Manley.

L.F. Rothschild managing director
Joel Reader, who was on hand for
the announcement He said the
company is looking at a number of
financing options, including junk
bonds, preferred stock or olfering
equity investment via private place-
ment.

New Board

Collier, who said there will be no
gdditional public offering. said
Prism cofounder and chairman
Paul Levinson “‘won’t be actively
involved™ post-merger. Plans call
for a new Y-member board. he ad-
ded.

Impacted by the merger (o1 may-
be a reason for it} is Paramount Pic-
ures, which had deals 1o handle
homevid release on most or all At
fantic pics in the can; they’re also
tied to broadcast and nontheatrica!
distribution of Atlantic pics.

Par pact, which was supposed to
run three years, *basically ran (o
term.”” according to Atlanlic film. -
v prez donathan Dana, who said
contract terms with Par foreciose
any disclosure of the end of the
agreement

Last titles Paramount Home Vid-
eo will handle are Adlantic utles
produced *‘roughly before the end
of last vear,” per Dana. That in-
ciudes 1969 and ' Patty Hearst.,”
an official competition pic al the
festival here. 1t’s undersioed, how-
ever, that Paramount's rights 1o al-
ready licensed titles are sewed up at
least two years henee.

QOutlining new company’s home-

vid strategy, Collier stressed that

with the cusrent cmphasin on
depth of copy™ in A" titles at the
retail end, vompany will have the
husury of a considerably Larget 1
brary with Atantic’s picsin the tar
der.

He's mulling two scparate labels
— Atdantic will supply AT utles,
while Prism will continue to carry
lower-priced "B titles,

On. the: intermational side things
will refmgin nrore of less status guo,
with Atlantic’s v.p. Jules Stein,
wholl continue to handle place-
ment of product to Toreign distribs.
On 1he video end, Prism only has
offshore viddistribution in Japan. a
oty venture with Gaga Communi-
cations.

Coleman insisted o big parl of the
merger strategy 1 o concerted thyust
into tv produgtion and distribution,
in which bath companics already
have eniree via subsids.

Prism’ s Fox/Lorber Associates
goes with it and, per 171 pres
Richard Lorber, Bis entity will con-
tinue to hundle international tv und
homevid rights that are available,
and noted W'H “likety™ launch a
new domestic tv syodieation effort
with the Atlantic tithes that beeonwe
available.

Atlantic also awns 50% of ©
producer Atlantic ‘wuoshner-1 ocke,
Coleman admutied, “We've been
discussing selling (A/K-L) to a thud
party, but it's not decided. 1 we
don't sell, we may continue the sta-
tus quo.”

Brillstein’s No Help
To Lorimar Crew
Awaiting Word

Cunnes — Bernie  Brillstein,
chairman of Lorimar Film Enter-
tainment, the theatrical fitm divi-
ston of Lorimar Telepictures, ar-
rived here May 15, but had no mes-
sage for Lorimar stallers at the fes-
tival ‘market who were caught by
surprise by the announcement of
Warner Communications inc. take
over of the company.

Brillstein, reached at his hotel in
Antibes, said he brought no news
for the Lorimar team here since be
was upawarc of the details of the
agreement. “*We'll continue doing
what we're doing untib we hear
what's going on,”” he said. He indi
cated nine pictures under the Lo
mar label are sure o be made,

“We have forcign deals on all of
them, ™ he said, but noted he s un-
certain what woukd huppen on the
domestic side when and if the deal
with W1 is compicted.

Of the nine committed, Brillstem
said one is finished, two are in the
editing stage. four are in produc-
tion, and three in preproduction.

Conterence Off

Farlier, Lorimar's international
department had Brillsiein Jisted tor
a press conference, but it was can-
cehied when niews of the WCT deal
was reporied first in the Il Herald
Tribune May 11,

Atfter an inttial shock afier the
news broke, the Lorimar statt con-
tinued with business as usual.
“We're working hke nothing hap-
pened,” said Robert Meyers, presi
dent of Lorimar’s international
theatrical division. “We catne hete
to market our pictures and that’s

what we're doing.”’



